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reputable and influential newspapers of the country, and
had secured both the attention and confidence of the great
body of public intelligence. So strong was public opinion
in his favor that even the irate Congressmen felt compelled
to bow to it, for when in 1890 a proposal was made to repeal
the Pendleton law they almost unanimously declined to
support it.

Heroic efforts were made by the editors of extreme parti-
san Eepublican newspapers to find language adequate to the
needs of the occasion. One editor in a single article spoke
of Roosevelt, as "Mr. Theossehoss Roosevelt;" "Rosy
Roosy;" "Tintinnabulating Ted;" "Rollicking Ranch-
man;" "Scion of a diluted ancestry who has slapped Mr,
Harrison and Mr. Wanamaker;" "Terrapin Teddy;" "Fa-
vorite-son-of-a-gun of reformer;" "Descendant of the way-
back Roosevelts from Rooseveltville," and a "Jane dandy."

Other partisan editors, less gifted in the use of vitupera-
tive epithets, assumed to believe that Roosevelt's rigorous
enforcement of the law would have the beneficent effect of
securing its repeal by showing what a foolish and imprac-
ticable statute it was. One of these, in the Albany
Evening Journal, whose publisher, William Barnes, was
destined later to develop into one of Roosevelt's most bitter
political enemies, was particularly strong in holding this
view. *i Go it, Roosevelt,'' he said. "If any man can repeal
the Pendleton law during the coming four years his name is
Teddy. If Teddy Roosevelt is not chained down, no power
under heaven can prevent the repeal of the law before
President Harrison's term shall have expired. The Amer-
ican idea of party, party power and party responsibility
will survive the Mugwump attack made under the guise of
Civil Service reform."

Another editor, in the New York Sun, which was an open
defender of the spoils system, said:

"Mr. Roosevelt deserves the thanks of the spoilsmen. He
is proving almost every week that the Civil Service Law is
incapable of enforcement. The only men who could live up